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airlines, to keep them up and running right
now.

But I want to assure the American people
that the fundamentals for growth are very
strong. That which made us unique in the
world existed prior to September—that ex-
isted prior to September 11th exists today.
We’re still a nation of entrepreneurs and
small-business vitality. We’re still a nation of
innovation. We’ve got a very good tax struc-
ture.

There is no question the attacks have af-
fected America, but I think when the inves-
tors sit back and take a hard look at the fun-
damentals of the economy, they’ll get back
in the market. I think that consumers will
realize life is going on. I think people appre-
ciate the fact that our Government has come
together to act in a very significant way, to
provide monies where necessary, for—
whether it be to help rebuild New York or
whether it be to provide a financial basis for
airlines to stay in business. We’ll come out
of this, and we’ll come out of it strong.

See, these terrorists thought they could af-
fect the United States. They thought they
could diminish our soul. They just strength-
ened our country. And while the numbers
aren’t going to look too good in the short
run, we’ll be a stronger nation as a result
of this. And they’ve miscalculated. They
made a terrible mistake. They thought some-
how they could affect the psyche of our coun-
try. They’re wrong.

And not only that, we’ll prove them wrong.
They have roused the ire of a great nation.
And we’re going to smoke them out of their
caves and get them running. And we’re going
to use every means at our disposal to do so.
And this is going to require patience and
focus and discipline on behalf of the—by the
American people and by my administration.

No, I understand 6 months from now we’ll
be sitting around talking about some statistic
or something—maybe there will be an argu-
ment in Congress about some issue or some-
thing like that. But the American people have
got to understand that when I held up that
badge, I meant it: This war on terrorism is
my primary focus. Of course I’m concerned
about people being laid off. Of course I’m
concerned about the pieces of legislation that
may be stalled.

But we are talking about a campaign
against people who hate freedom. And the
legacy that this administration and this gen-
eration can leave for future generations is a
legacy that is so vital for the underpinnings
of this nation and others who love freedom.

And so I—we’re a great nation, and the
world has seen how great we are. And you
bet there are problems with our economy
short run but not long run. And you bet
there’s a concern about whether or not we’ll
be able to wrap up every financial instrument
used to fund terrorism.

But make no mistake about it, we’re going
after them all. And we’ll win; we’re going to
win. Terrorists are going to realize they can’t
face down freedom. Terrorists are going to
realize they made a big mistake; they miscal-
culated America. And I think they miscalcu-
late a lot of our allies and friends, too. There
is a determined will, and we accept the chal-
lenge in this administration.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Vladimir Putin of Russia;
Minister of Foreign Affairs Prince Saud al-Faysal
and Ambassador to U.S. Prince Bandar bin Sultan
bin Abd al-Aziz al of Saudi Arabia; Muhammad
Zahir Shah, former King of Afghanistan; and
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. He also
referred to Public Law 103–236, title VIII, section
826, the ‘‘Glenn amendment’’ to the Arms Export
Control Act.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister Jean Chretien of
Canada
September 24, 2001

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome
our close friend Jean Chretien to the White
House again. Thank you for coming.

You know, after this terrible incident on
September 11th, one of the first phone calls
I received was from the Prime Minister, of-
fering all his support and condolences to the
United States and our citizens. It was like
getting a phone call from a brother, and I
appreciate that so very much.

We’ve got a great partner in our neighbor-
hood who understands what I know, that we
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are facing a new type of war. And those of
us who love freedom, like the Canadians love
freedom, now understand that freedom is
under attack. And we’ve combined together
to fight—to fight against a new enemy. And
the Prime Minister understands that.

We had a great discussion about a variety
of issues. We discussed the need for us to
continue to work peacefully along a huge
border. Border relations between Canada
and Mexico have never been better. And
there is no doubt in my mind that the Prime
Minister and the Canadian people will work
hard to make sure that Canada is secure from
any terrorist activity that takes place, just like
I can assure the Prime Minister we’re doing
the same. We both have a mutual responsi-
bility in our hemisphere to find and disrupt
terrorist organizations.

An amazing thing came up the other day.
Somebody said to me, ‘‘Well, you know, in
your speech to Congress, there were some
that took affront in Canada’’—because I
didn’t mention the name. I didn’t necessarily
think it was important to praise a brother;
after all, we’re talking about family.

There should be no doubt in anybody’s
mind about how honored we are to have the
support of the Canadians and how strong the
Canadian Prime Minister has been, and not
only his condolences but his offer of support
for the American people. I guess there’s—
somebody is playing politics with you, Mr.
Prime Minister.

But I suggest those who try to play politics
with my words and drive wedges between
Canada and me, understand that at this time,
when nations are under attack, now is not
the time for politics. Now is the time to de-
velop a strategy to fight and win the war.
And Mr. Prime Minister, I want to thank you
for being here to continue those efforts with
me.

Prime Minister Chretien. Thank you,
Mr. President. And I am happy to be with
you. I think that, as you say, we’re part of—
not America; we’re your neighbor, friends,
and family. And we have to work together.
This problem of terrorism is a problem that
concerns all the nations of the world. And
we’re working together to build a coalition
that will defeat that, because it will disrupt
the societies around the world. And I think

that you know you have the support of Cana-
dians. When you will need us, we will be
there.

We had a very good discussion this morn-
ing on the element of the solutions, and we
will carry on during the lunch time. I guess
that the Canadians were traumatized by what
happened 2 weeks ago. And we had the occa-
sion to receive 45,000 Americans on the Ca-
nadian soil who had to be diverted to Canada.
And we had a great demonstration of support
when 100,000 Canadians appeared on the hill
to offer support to our neighbor and friends
and family, the Americans.

So we will work together. We will have
occasion to carry this message that we have
to be together, because Canada participates
in the meeting of the Commonwealth next—
10 days from now, in Australia. And later on,
there will be the meeting of the Francophone
in Lebanon, where, again, we’ll have to talk
to all the leaders and tell them that we’re
all in that fight.

[At this point, Prime Minister Chretien spoke
in French, and no translation was provided.]

President Bush. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. in the Col-
onnade at the White House.

Statement on Congressional Action
on the United States-Jordan Free
Trade Agreement

September 24, 2001

I commend the Congress for advancing
trade and relations with Jordan, a valued
friend and partner. The U.S.-Jordan Free
Trade Agreement will promote peace and se-
curity in the region, while creating jobs and
new investment opportunities in both coun-
tries. The agreement demonstrates Jordan’s
strong commitment to economic reform and
sends a strong signal to Jordan, as well as
other countries in the region, that support
for peace and economic reform yields con-
crete benefits. I look forward to signing this
important legislation.
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